
Charles de Young Elkus

   Those who have read the chapter roster 
might remember that our chapter started 
on February 12, 1973, at the St. Francis 
Yacht Club.  At that first meeting, Charles 
de Young Elkus FN‘54 was elected the 
first Chapter Chair;  he served in that role 
from 1973 – 1975.  He was joined on the 
board by Richard “Klondike Dick” Finnie 
EN’38, who was elected as Vice-Chair.  
Joseph Rychetnik, FN ’67 was elected 
Secretary, Editor and Program Manager; 
and Richard “Dick” Fullerton, was elected 
Treasurer.   

   One of Charlie Elkus’s enduring inter-
ests was in the rights, culture, and well-
being of Southwestern American Indians. 
He explored much of the homeland of 
the Southwestern Indians and was a past 
Director of the Intertribal Indian Ceremo-
nial Association of Gallup, NM. He was 
instrumental in forming an extensive col-
lection of Indian art and artifacts which is 
now in the California Academy of Sci-
ences.  

   In 1936, he accompanied Norman 
Nevills on his first trip from Mexican Hat, 
Utah to Lee’s Ferry (near what is now 
the Glen Canyon Dam) on the San Juan 

and Colorado Rivers.   Later, in 1953, he 
participated in an Expedition to the Navajo 
Mountain and Navajo Canyon that car-
ried Flag #48, going with Carl I. Wheat, 
Samuel B. Ballen (Dallas), Charles M. 
Gooding (Los Angeles), Clifford V. Heim-
bucher and Paul Heyneman (whose son 
Don is currently a member of the Chapter), 
with guides Buck Whitehat age 61, and 
Ephraim Crank, both from the Rainbow 
Plateau. 

   The following year, Charlie became a 
Fellow of The Explorers Club.  To me, 
there seems to be a lot that can be learned 
about each explorer through the people 
who are his or her sponsors.  Charlie 
was proposed for membership by Carl I. 
Wheat, of Berkeley, (led 1953 Flag Expe-
dition #48, Navajo Mountain and Navajo 
Canyon).  His application was seconded 
by Francis P. Farquhar (two time presi-
dent of the Sierra Club and member of the 
1949 North Pole Expedition) and Garfield 
D. Merner, who spent the years of 1924 

– 1925 in the High Sierras, climbing Fin
Dome, Mt. Whitney and Dragon and then 
on August 24, 1949, he was in a flight over 
the North Pole.  There was also a letter 
of recommendation from Serge Korff, 

President of both The Explorers Club and 
American Geographical Society and a 
physicist who led worldwide observations 
of cosmic rays in the 1940’s and 1950’s, 
using balloons, aircraft and mountaintop 
observatories – the drones of his day.

   Charlie put his legal talents to work for 
the club by drafting the Chapter’s first By-
Laws; these were only recently replaced 
by the current version that Steve Smith 
helped to develop.  Charlie was elected to 
the Explorers Club Board of Directors in 
1974, and served there on the Legal Com-
mittee where he was instrumental in the 
formulation of procedural rules for the 
Chapters. 

   Charlie died too soon, on May 25, 1976.  
Some members might remember him.  
Many more remember his widow – Gerry 
Elkus, who remained active in our chapter 
for many years.  We did not have Charlie 
or Gerry here to present this first Chapter 
Founder’s Award, but we did have their 
daughter, Nancy de Young Elkus, who 
represented the Elkus family as well as the 
latest generation of the Northern Califor-
nia Explorers Club family. 

A LITTLE HISTORY OF OUR CHAPTER  by  Lesley Ewing FN’93.




